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« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . |3 This communication is responsive to Telephonic Interview held on 5/10/2005 . 

2. El The allowed claim(s) is/are 36, 38-40. 42. 43. 44. 46-48, 50, 51, 52-56, 58, 59 and 60-61 . 

3. The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
international Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. M CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) (3 including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper NoVMail Date 5/25/2005 . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 



Attachment(s) 

1. S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. M Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. M Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date 5/10/2005 . 

7. M Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. |3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ 
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DETAILED ACTION 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with attorney Mr. Alfred Stadnicki on 5/10/2005. Claims 36, 42-43 and 60 required 
amendment. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

36. A method for processing consumer banking information, comprising: 

storing a plurality of routing numbers associated with a plurality of financial 
institutions in a financial institutions file; 

receiving a routing number associated with a financial institution at which a 
consumer maintains a deposit account; and 

comparing the received routing number to the stored plurality of routing numbers 
in the financial institutions file to verify accuracy of the received routing number; 

wherein the comparing is performed bv a computer . 



42. A method for paying bills, comprising: 

receiving a request to pay a bill associated with a merchant on behalf of a 
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consumer and a routing number associated with a financial institution at which the 
consumer maintains a deposit account; 

comparing the received routing number to routing numbers associated with a 
plurality of financial institutions in a financial institutions file to verify the accuracy of the 
received routing number; 

determining if the consumer financial institution accepts electronic fund transfers 
based on the verified routing number; and 

generating an instruction to pay the bill by electronic fund transfer from the 
consumer deposit account if the consumer financial institution is determined to accept 
electronic fund transfers; 

wherein the comparing is performed bv a computer . 

43. A method for determining if a financial institution can process electronic 
funds transfer, comprising: 

storing a plurality of routing numbers associated with a plurality of financial 
institutions in a financial institutions database; 

comparing a routing number associated with a financial institution to the plurality of 
routing numbers in the financial institutions database to verify correctness of the routing 
number; and 

determining if the financial institution accepts electronic fund transfers based on 
the verified routing number; 

wherein the comparing is performed bv a computer . 
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60. A method for processing a payment request, comprising: 
receiving a request to pay a bill associated with a merchant on behalf of the 
consumer and a routing number associated with a financial institution at which the 
consumer maintains a deposit account; and 

determining if the consumer financial institution accepts electronic fund transfers 
based on the received routing number, and generating an instruction to debit the 
consumer deposit account by electronic fund transfer if the consumer financial 
institution is determined to accept electronic fund transfers, in order to process the 
received pay request; 

wherein the determining is performed by a computer . 

Drawings 

2. The drawings filed on 3/31/200 are acceptable subject to resubmission of a clean 
set of drawings. In order to avoid abandonment of this application, resubmission of a 
clean set of drawings is required in reply to the Office action. The correction will not be 
held in abeyance. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 36, 38-40, 42, 43, 44, 46-48, 50, 51 , 52-56, 58, 59 and 60-61 are allowed. 
Claims 36, 42, 43, 44, 50, 51, 52, 58, 59 and 60' are independent. Claims 38-40, 46-48, 
53-56 and 61 are dependencies of claims 36, 44, 52 and 60 respectively. 
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Reasons for Allowance 

4 The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 36. 38-39. 44. 46. 47. 52-55 

The prior art of record before 7/25/1 991 [Instant application claims priority to this 
date] neither anticipates nor fairly and reasonably teaches a method, a system and an 
article of manufacture for processing consumer banking information comprising, inter 
alia, the steps of storing a plurality of routing numbers associated with a plurality of 
financial institutions in a financial institutions file, receiving a routing number associated 
with a financial institution at which a consumer maintains a deposit account and 
comparing the received routing number to the stored plurality of routing numbers in the 
financial institutions file for verifying accuracy of the received routing number: wherein 
the comparing step is performed bv a computer (see claims 36, 38-39, 44, 46, 47, 52- 
55). 

Claims 60 



The prior art of record before 7/25/1 991 [Instant application claims priority to this 
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date] neither anticipates nor fairly and reasonably teaches a method for processing a bill 
payment request from a consumer via electronic fund transfer method comprising, inter 
alia, the steps of receiving a request to pay a bill associated with a merchant on behalf 
of the consumer and a routing number associated with a financial institution at which the 
consumer maintains a deposit account, determining if the consumer financial institution 
accepts electronic fund transfers based on the received routing number, and generating 
an instruction to debit the consumer deposit account bv electronic fund transfer if the 
consumer financial institution is determined to accept electronic fund transfers, in order 
to process the received pay request: wherein the determining step is performed bv a 
computer (see claim 60). 

Claims 40. 42, 43. 48. 50, 51, 56, 58, 59 & 61 

The prior art of record before 7/25/1 991 [Instant application claims priority to this 
date] neither anticipates nor fairly and reasonably teaches a method, a system and an 
article of manufacture for processing consumer banking information for a bill payment 
request from a consumer via electronic fund transfer comprising, inter alia, similar steps 
recited in claims 36 and 60. that is comparing the received routing number to the stored 
plurality of routing numbers in the financial institutions file for verifying accuracy of the 
received routing number: wherein the comparing step is performed bv a computer and 
determining if the financial institution accepts electronic fund transfers based on the 
verified routing number (see claims 40, 42, 43, 48, 50, 51, 56, 58, 59 & 61). 
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Applicant's remarks in the Reply Brief submitted on 1/20/2004 are compelling 
and commensurate with the original disclosure, see page 2, line 5-page 6, line 21 and 
page 6, line 9-page 11, line 6 of the Reply Brief which are also consistent with Board's 
decision, see page 7, line 1 1 -page 10, line 4 of the " Decision on Appeal" mailed on 
11/30/2004. 

5. Discussion of most relevant prior art: 

The following references have been identified as most relevant prior art to the 
claimed invention(s). 

The most closely applicable prior art of record is referred to in Paper 1 1 , Final 
action mailed on 2/28/2003, that is Braun et al. (US Patent 4,321,672), hereinafter, 
referred to as Braun in view of Paschal, Jan, " New edition of Rand McNally Bankers 
directory available", Journal Record; Oklahoma City; Okla.; Feb 11, 1987, extracted on 
the Internet from http://Droquest.umi.com on 01/27/2003, hereinafter, referred to as 
Paschal. However, Braun in view of Paschal fails to render obvious the application's 
above-mentioned underlined unique features(s) for claims 36-39, 44, 46, 47, 52-55. See 
Applicant's arguments on page 2, line 5-page 6, line 21 of the Reply Brief which are 
also consistent with Board's decision, see page 7, line 1 1 -page 8, line 13 of the " 
Decision on Appeal" mailed on 1 1/30/2004, " Therefore, we find that the examiner has not 
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established a prima facie case of obvious ness of the invention as recited claim 36 and its dependent 
claims". 

Another closely applicable prior art of record is referred to in Paper 1 1 , Final 
action mailed on 2/28/2003, that is Braun/Paschal in view of Lawlor and further in view 
of Case (US Patent 4,270,042) for claim 60. 

However, Braun/Paschal in view of Lawlor and further in view of Case fails to 
render obvious the application's above-mentioned underlined unique features(s) for 
claims 40, 42, 43, 48, 50, 51 , 56, 58-61 . See Applicant's arguments on page 6, line 9- 
page 1 1 , line 6 of the Reply Brief which are also consistent with Board's decision, see 
page 8, line 14-page 9, line 19 of the " Decision on Appeal" mailed on 1 1/30/2004, " 

Therefore, additionally we find that the examiner has not made a prima facie case of obviousness of 

the invention as claimed in independent claim 42 and dependent claim 40 ". 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

(i) From Foreign patents search, Derwent Account # 1 990-31 9909[us patent 
4,960,981] to Benton et al. (see at least Abstract) discloses sending transaction 
vouchers for ACH clearing, wherein the vouchers include information on routing 
numbers similar to a bank check, but fails to anticipate or render obvious the 
application's above-mentioned underlined unique features(s). 

(ii) Article, " Pay your Bills the PC way"; ST. Louis Post Dispatch (SL0- 
Monday, July 31, 1989; Magid, Lawrence J; Five Star section; Monday's Business 
Section; page 18; extracted on Interent from Dialog database, hereinafter, referred to as 
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Article, teaches a computer implemented method for authorizing debiting by a payment 
service provider of deposit accounts maintained at multiple financial institutions, 
comprising: receiving, by a payment service provider from a plurality of consumers, a 
plurality of debiting authorizations, each debiting authorization being received from a 
different one of a plurality of consumers and authorizing the payment service provider 
to debit a different one of [account numbers associated with] a plurality of deposit 
accounts maintained at a plurality of financial institutions in connection payments to 
more than one payee but fails to anticipate or render obvious the application's above- 
mentioned underlined unique features(s). 

(iii) The articles; (1) Crossman, Craig, Herald Columnist; " Paying Bills can be 
an Electronic Task"; Miami Herald; March 12, 1990; extracted on Internet from Dialog 
database, accession # 05520522, (2) Shipley, Chris; " I threw away my checkbook"; PC- 
Computing, v3, n11, p1 12 (7), Nov.1990; extracted on Internet from Dialog database, 
accession # 01379643, and (3) Steinberg, Jeffrey A; " Checkfree"; MacUSer, v6, n8, 
p68 (3), August.1990; extracted on Internet from Dialog database, accession # 
01376772 and (iv) Lewis, Peter H.; " Personal Computers; Managing Your Money"; New 
York times, Late Edition; Final ED, Col.5, p 8; August 29, 1989 ; extracted on Internet 
from Dialog database, accession # 01871726 disclose that Checkfree as the service 
provider provides computerized bill-payment services to a plurality of customers for a 
plurality of bills with payments to be made to a plurality of merchants without having the 
customer to issue checks to the payees and instead the service provider, Checkfree, 
making the payments either by electronic payment or laser-printed check-drafts but fails 
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to anticipate or render obvious the application's above-mentioned underlined unique 
features(s). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh C Garg whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6756. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F(8:30-4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on 571-272-7159. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Yogesh C Garg 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3625 



YCG/May 25, 2005 



